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A comparison between
bicycle paths
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And on the train track park
(to the left)
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Both were constructed in
the last years in Jerusalem
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The bicycle path on French Hill
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Length — 2 Km.
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Level of development — medium
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Total cost of the project — 10,700,000 NIS
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Bicycle Path — French Hill
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Bicycle Path — French Hill
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Paving a bicycle path in northern Jerusalem as part of a system of bicycle
paths that are within easy reach of the light rail.

The project entails 19919 VPNI9N
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Paving a one-way bicycle path the length of Hahagana. Etzel. Lehi and
Churchil Streets
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Gardening, planting and furnishing the street
The Planning 1199909
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The planning is in accordance with the directives of the Ministry of
Transportation, and was executed in coordination with the public.
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Bicycle Path — French Hill
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Despite the fact that the path is in accordance with the directives and
was executed on a good level, few bicycle riders make use of it.
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The main reason for this stems from a “cramped” feeling while riding. Bike
riders are apprehensive about riding on a path that is in a “trench”; they
fear the wheels might be damaged by the borders / sides of the path. The
riders complain they feel of a lack of safety while riding. Another reason is
the focus put on constructing a path as a transportation artery without
paying any attention to the experience of riding and the wider
development around the path.
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Continuation of French Hill — Typical cuts / sections
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Continuation of French Hill — Typical cuts / sections
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Continuation of French Hill — Typical cuts / sections
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An article that presents typical objections from residents of French Hill.
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An article that presents typical objections from residents of French Hill.
The Bicycle Path in French Hill - Thursday, March 24t, 2011

Over 300 cities around the world hold a “critical mass ride” on the last Friday of every month. |received an
email that such an event will take place tomorrow, the day of the big marathon. Riders will leave the Mashbir at
12:00. Perhaps someone will decide to publicize the details of the event on their site.

The mass ride requires improvement (in relation to the riders in general), and the infrastructure — the bicycle
paths. | thought that, in principle, everyone is in favor of bicycle paths, but as in everything else, one has to
scream a lot in order to get something moved. But not exactly, it turns out that even when something actually
gets accomplished, not everyone is in favor. No, this time | don’t mean New York, | mean French Hill.

With great excitement, | told a friend that | saw the bicycle path that was being paved on French Hill. He told
me that the residents were very upset about it and that they stopped the municipality from continuing work on
the project. He sent me this petition. My first reaction was that , here again the bicycles have to retreat in
order to make way for private cars, and residents are again angry when the most important part of pubic space
is touched — the road. The article in My Net also did little to convince me.

However, when | started reading the comments people wrote in the petition, | realized that perhaps the issue
was not so simple. So | checked out the site that they created, | watched the video of the meeting the residents
held with Kobi Bartov, the power point presentation that describes the problems with the path being
constructed and the alternative solution. This convinced me.

But what was clear here was that true public participation was lacking here, and that such cooperation /
participation wastes neither time nor money, on the contrary, it saves them. That reminded me of something,
maybe next time.....

The Train Track Park NIY0NN PIND

Length of the path — 7 km and development.
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Level of development — high, mainly intensive
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Total price of the project — 48,300,000 NIS
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Bicycle Path — Train track park

execution of a two lane bicycle path  »2sm) 1 922918 Hraw ¥
execution of a sidewalk for pedestrians 954 »a%n% N7 ¥¥*a
execution of gardening and a watering AMPYM P WINa
execution of lighting AMNN W2
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Total rehabilitation of the street — an addition to the original
program.

The project entails 19919 VPNI9N
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The path was planned and executed on a high level.
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Reactions to the path are very enthusiastic
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The path is used extensively for rest, recreation,
sports and as an artery that connects and conveys.
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The planners and the Jerusalem municipality won

prizes and got much praise for investment in the city
and its residents.
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The conclusion
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When you invest on a high level, not only does the use of
the path increase dramatically but you also encourage bicycle
riding habits and create a better thoroughfare and urban
surrounding within the municipal fabric.




